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PURPOSE Drawing on a comparative legal perspective, this study examined Korea’s
review system for the special naturalization of athletes and proposed objective review
criteria that are consistent with national team selection and international competition
eligibility. Although Korea uses a special naturalization and limited dual nationality
system to attract outstanding talent in fields such as science, economy, culture, and
sports, sports-specific review criteria have not been sufficiently specified in any
publicly available materials. METHODS This study reviewed the Nationality Act, its
Enforcement Decree, the 2020 and 2026 Ministry of Justice notices, and other official
materials that have relevance to this question. It compared these materials with the
eligibility rules of the 10C, FIFA, World Athletics, World Rugby, and the IIHF, as well as
the nationality laws and sport-related legal frameworks of Japan and China. RESULTS
First, Korea’s publicly identifiable system features basic requirements for identifying
outstanding persons in sports, the procedures followed for recommendation
and deliberation, and documentation concerning contributions to the national
interest. Second, links with international federation rules, detailed sport-specific
review criteria, and the disclosure of reasons for decisions remain insufficiently
clarified. Third, international sports regulations require not only nationality but also
additional conditions such as substantial connection, registration or residence, prior
representative history, and formal approval procedures. CONCLUSIONS Thus, Korea'’s
review system for the special naturalization of athletes should move beyond a medal-
centered exceptional approval model and should be reorganized into a principle-
based, multi-factor review framework that integrates legal compatibility, substantial
connection with Korea, athletic performance and contribution to the national team,
public interest, ethics and compliance, sustainability, and long-term contribution to
the development of domestic sports.
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< FAHEA T A AAZ3HAS 5 5 EokY -5l of
A= EEFASL} Aty E4=2S o-8ota YtHMinistry of
Justice [MJ], 2020, 2026a, 2026b).

8y Axz Fopoi SRSt et AARA AFYE |
of Z7IHE] R, FAHY SAAH, FRIH
o} mhebA A=A S|S0l IRk QA
EE 9] 4A7IEe] E85tHCho & Lee, 2018; Choi, 2023;
Hall, 2012; Kim et al., 2020). °]+= AX %2 JHoj|x 9] A3} A
WHA QIARAe 2 STt A HEY EAE AHA
o g $uts7] wjZolth 53] FAH I oA it s B
3t 7] £PA7} ok=t %7t FAY, AR, FUH FLYAE
A A5k FAE olsEtH(Kim & Kim, 2016; Maeng & Kwon,
2014).

B sASEYE AFoto] =2 ofo| A5}, Hio|oj&E,
A, HALACIY 5 F FHANA ASMSE SE5H3la, 97
Eolde A A5 5 T4 Sdiete 23F vegth 19
Aol i oFs}, U A5eke] Py A1, Azt 14
%, 43 E= o9 olF 7IsA 59 FAHT A7I=HAHKim et
al., 2020; Na & Chang, 2019; Seo et al., 2017). o]&]3F 2 A~
Zz2H5 BRSSP} dA] 45 =S FAoks FF4ro] of
Yz, =7 digl=g 718 A4S 7R e g AR Aol &
ARl #AILt A 2EE HolEe

o Yot Ax =ML EEASEY] YL 14 5ol F4
Agd 4 glok. A7 giEvl=a 4
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7V /33 A A== 840tHCho & Lee, 2018; Kim et al., 2020).
53] = A9 oA EE e FES A= Ase &
80| 718 slehs 7ol 2AA) 9, Y W] BHA o
A, A= 7F AR, 7R 449 AT E dAEE B
ZtH(Na & Chang, 2019). gt AFx =2 A EFFSiE= 7|8
ofyet A AZAAI HEAG7HA] Edoh= AAIECR olsd
497} et

B3 AxxMAS EEASIY] A4 54 Fof 1 AARES
2 4R et FASE YA Y3 (International Olympic
Committee, IOC)% S5 =AA7HAl= A4 A=A o]
HEo] S £ 9o, S50 uet 54 5 Qo tiE ofF,
71712, S5, AF B 7] Fo] 84 5ol 87"rk(Fédération
Internationale de Football Association [FIFA], 2021, 2025;
International Ice Hockey Federation [ITHF], n.d.; International
Olympic Committee [IOC], n.d.; World Athletics [WA], 2026a,
2026b: World Rugby [WR], n.d.). & =77} =+2& FojstdE =t
& og A7t AAR SAdI A dgtRl=aZ i 5= ok,
S5 Al s S43 o Alo] 9] A s Ht

obZE FEYE AAFHE AR tE WA E YRrASs JAEZ
TH&ST} FIFAE A3 973 543 AAue] 3/048E Zslole
Wko g Ax=g Aust JI(FIFA, 2021, 2025), AlASAA
(World Athletics)a} A|lAIFH] A% (World Rugby)2 A2 AAA
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al., 2020: Maeng & Kwon, 2014). A, = A49] A|Z+S ot &
A= SEAP HEE WRY AR A 344 1A mA=
JFS B4 tHNa & Chang, 2019). YA, njtjo] € G2 ¢
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919] 7 &ollA A=, L oA A HF3T i
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A Soll B 1A 9F 1 HA R, R BRagE 9 RS A
ArE AESIY. &4, o9 =27 Aa2A] diE A4 o A
2718, F= Y S HESHITE AR, gAAE= 1 2
EEA 10CY &Y ¥ FAQ', FIFAY ti®d A4 sid 9 g
3](association) 87 37/ ZE', AASAAW(World Athletics)
o] ‘'t A< 2+ F(Eligibility Rules) =¥ 7ol 2 i
A4 o]A FA(Transfer of Allegiance Regulations)’, “AlAH]
174 8(World Rugby Regulation 8)', ‘=A|ofo]As}7| AW o A}
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oJsfj=|ojof gt}
BI10] B3 ALXMA SHSL AA|E:
27} 2QI k58t A0 81

A WE 72} 712

o] AREAS EMASE TR A7 AT A3EVt =
2 AP, A6 AP A WA ZAR St =AY L 3
AR ESHAS 5 5 BofolA o S48 5HE HRSE A
HozA digtul=e] ool 7]ojd AoZ AAHE L=gA &
HASHE 589t Eet =AW AR 2 O iARE o1
FE SYFY7 W 24 vh2 A, Al g A GAA A
ZA-4AA et 4 B HEEGHe] Hoke 7|HdARe] 24
w2 ARl JEj 3 £AFATAA A 502 FAE d9E A
L Ao g A|Fkska JTHMGL, 2022a, 2022b).

ol g7 20209 LEMNAFE =AY A|FF, AeFA2 5
Fots Tl HrE 9@ S Sol #eh 1A = U E
107] Bofg2 NESIHA, ‘AXL= Holo] 955l E oW 49] &
o FPo2 FAISFHHM], 2020). ol AZ2X4 EE G} &
5] ASS ZFETE SRS 2 o] M E= Zlo] ofyzf,
S0 A B AAAG R AT S-S 9|ttt 55
o] JAE= AX = Folof| tf3] 7| R AV} 25348 PAlehL, of
SASE S B PGl AAS S 9] 4, 40993
A9, 7HA BE 73 55 AANTLZN AX = Fof 4AL9] 7]
B ES FIsk UTHM], 2020).

ESH B4 19 FA7IEAE AFAY, B4 44 olf, dA
4 3F Fol7]of 7hsA, U ARAY 9 HEIAE 7 ES
Skal, 2] 39] FAAME FAA7], AHA R4, dA7A 9] =9
710 A7, FF )70 sl tigt Br7He 87ska Yok,
2020). °]= 7 B4 Lo M= HAF gt B2 HERo R
o]FojR] & Zo] ofe}, Holz Ya|HogE= 7|0, FF 7He
g, S A Ady, 7139 9l 9l wihE $ aEeieE A
AlEo] e BolEt) waba FNREA; Ax2 AL EEASHE
Hojiz Tt A ALY 91gS U4 FE 7k11 QltH(Table 1).

o] 7|&2 Ax 2 A4 S-S Aol g 37K 71%o] ot

1o

2) R, ATEERAN 87) O ke 7 59 ol o] ek o
Folo2 A thaklEel] 47t Gl AR ASEAIS - A1E2 - A2
5 EE A429] 8L 257 ohstelE AL 1S B 4 Unk.
3.9} AA - 2ok A% 5 54 HololA] e 940 HEe Be
Ao zA R Fojo] 7|0 A0 AL At
3) rRAY AP, ACEESEAL P @ 8 A7EA 1A T AP
SR AR the 2 5.9 o] Shbo] Sk Al Bl 8 A222
wE 3440)91903]0] AolE A WG] okt Aoz et
L FINTEY, 4APHAY, DALY B FF97)
Bl 4 5o] 20T A
2. AATT A, ABAADAERA - GO - BN - -
AR ES YRTho] A, 494 thete] £, 1 ge] W
ASHe 717 - dA|2] o] ke AYORA HEEA o] 4
of $21 A
3. 345t AR - 2ok A% 5 HopolH 24, A74H, 5 5O
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Table 1. Criteria for outstanding persons in the sports field under the 2020 notice

No. Category

Basic Requirements (Career, etc.)

Income Requirement

At least two of the following must be satisfied:

(D A person who has received awards from credible domestic or international
organizations or institutions in recognition of outstanding ability in his or her

field.

(2 A person who is a member of an association whose membership is limited At {east twice the GNI per

to those who have achieved outstanding results through evaluation by highly
recognized and distinguished experts in the field.

capita (or 1.5 times for
overseas Koreans with foreign

(3 A person whose outstanding talent has been covered in professional
publications or major mass media, or whose sports-related activities have

nationality), or documentary
evidence of equivalent income,
awards, or commercial success.

Outstanding . . .
4 persons in the been featured in professional publications.
sports field @ A person who has served as a referee or judge at credible international

sports events or competitions in his or her field.

For outstanding persons with
disabilities recommended by
the President of the Korean

(® An athlete or coach who has participated in internationally prestigious
sports events or competitions (e.g., the Olympic Games, the FIFA World Cup
including youth tournaments, World [Junior] Championships, intercontinental

Paralympic Committee, the
criterion for overseas Koreans
with foreign nationality applies.

or continental World Cup [junior] events, and the Paralympic Games).

® A person who, within the past three years, placed within the top three
in an individual event or within the quarterfinals in a team event at an
internationally prestigious sports competition, or ranked within the top 20 in

tournaments such as the PGA or LPGA.

Source: Reconstructed based on Ministry of Justice (2020, Appendix Table 2)
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Shatol| A AxzAS EEASKE FAHS], 59| F = H7to[HIE
£ AFoto] AdA HALsdo g Sharlo] Yt} o]t S
71402 A By 35 HAE Aades 23 B9AT, &
Aol ALl R, A, IS E58 =3o] BIEE
%(Jung & Chang, 2019; Lee & Lim, 2017). & AS| 282 A
34 ez AZdEE A2 oy, Aol T ofF= F7E
¥ oot =0l =8 o] Fo} WHs| AA= o] Qitt.

= At ol AL vy dEEA Bojsnt. F7HEA
A Ao F7HE A J4E OF ATs Al o
St =7 Tt =)l @t TS50 wietd o= FYET|E
o}, 7 E A Aol gk /1A i E A S5 of 7, A9
715l et Briet AE= o] 9S Kotk Maeng & Kwon,

) |

2014). E3F W Q14 A7 9129 A40] Aol gt FHH 4]
o] A4 TEe | AR Eo H(+)] FFL, HAH QAL v
(-)9] Jge vlATtn BIgo M, AS]H $840] Ao AEA
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#95H 94 8292 AABETHKIm et al., 2020). A A
A4 BEFISHE MR Srtho 2 SR AR} ok,
4 59 ol Fylo] g A48 A2 e o 2 Q)
£7he] AV ks 34 Aol & 4 itk

rE K o
Y INI
gy

R EEES

B sAZEY AT AR ol et 371l AV o S_TA]
£ HojEth A @FolMe AR FHIA A8 53t S5 ¥
gfigt= a37F UEREAT o S0 2= YR/ oFs), =) A

oto] P4 £A, 75ke] 1A =2, AR ZF oj o] gl 9
o] 34 4715 AHJung & Chang, 2019; Kim et al., 2020; Na
& Chang, 2019). °l= AZ =245 EEASL G4 "4 FA
2= gyt RO thRol )7 ol F7FHIRe] ARt AHElE 1l
H/gol Aths Hg HojEeh

U A9 A|ZolA & o S-FSHs ©<e0] R A9 B
o] ohe} thire W AAAAL} THA A4lo] TS v & 9
9 u(Na & Chang, 2019), W3} Z719] A|ZtoA & of 7jshAs:
9] =842 A7|Zuto] ope} Mate] A, di#, Hit 7l
gt SLAIQF Aglsto] FAEHCho & Lee, 2018; Kim et al.,
2020). wetA] Az =4 ERASH AAbs 34 571 AAEE dof,
4 i A4S FFelels dre] 7y 12E e = gt

A3 o= Ao AE Al 7 E A & ook AA, T
| 71848 4718 9 849] Bt wH4Alo] SR HESHE O] 9lA] &
ot B4, tist=yte] AA% AEAS ojmet A&} V|FoR &
82 AJAA7E F23HE o] QA gt A, A AY 784 thEAL
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A =
o= Ao

B5 A F) 2A
ofei g, AT o
£40] a7,

=4 97, 27 Ae
g gols FHoR

FALEZ G FANOR =

e

=
=5

SAEE L= & } 9HH o8 AL A4
7= 2729 Y3 (National Olymplc Committee, NOC) &
& =719 =lolofof gtk Aggict. T1Euh Sl ofn] thE =
7+ &S A9 Fool= 28y AT oid S5 FAAY
ol A J&Hcha Bl QITHIOC, n.d.). ol =& FH50°]
HEAAY] e 2AY &= AR FERRAL ofyghe & B9
ot A7he 8L FoT 5= AR A FARS] o 1AE 2
SEE FASRC] ot B AgkE 4= 317] w2l

FIFAE 20219 HEE 444 sjHAE B9l 2008 o] F
ZAQ 4 doizte} A 7R A wdo] WA HEYE =

2 7} A

Table 2. Comparison of international regulations and the Japanese and Chinese systems

Regulati . . . .. . Transfer Restricti .
cgulation / Nationality Requirement  Additional Review Elements ransfer Restrictions / Implications for Korea
Country Procedures
. . Determined together with Additional restrictions may Nationality is a necessary
lity of th L .
10C Nationality of the country the rules of the relevant apply where there is prior condition, but not a

of the relevant NOC

international federation

representative history sufficient one

Nationality required for

Legal clarification through
regulatory guidance;

Approved cases of association A transparent structure

FIFA eligibility to represent . change are managed through  for disclosing decisions
. requirements for a change of L .
the relevant association . a public digital platform is important
association
Genuine connection with the It is necessary to
Citizenship is the starting  country of representation; Separate procedures and . ry .
World . - . . . . incorporate substantial
. point, but citizenship alone review by the Nationality approval structure for .
Athletics . . . . connection and an external
is insufficient Review Panel where approval transfer of allegiance .
is required review structure
A genuine, close, . Birth, birth of parents or Strict regulation of Sport-specific indicators
World  credible, and established grandparents, 60 months of o . L
. . . . eligibility confirmation such as registration and
Rugby  link with the country of registration, or 10 years of e .
. . . and transfer restrictions residence are useful
representation cumulative residence
Participation in the domestic ~ New eligibility requires 2 Participation in domestic
competition system, seasons and 16 months; transfer leagues and registration
IIHF Citizenship is required International Transfer Card after prior representation systems may be
(ITC), and an Eligibility generally requires 4 years (with incorporated into the
Application some exceptions for women)  review
Spec.1a1 na.tu?ahzgtlon The Basic Act on Sport . .
requires distinguished . Narrow exception in A separation between
o . systematically frames sport as . . . . .
Japan  contribution and Diet . nationality law, broad nationality exceptions and
a right of the people and a duty . . .
approval under the of the state framework in sport policy sport policy may be useful
Nationality Act
Naturalization is possible, ~ Close relatives, residence The single-nationality Z;?;E:E:ut;?r?il;f:fn%f
China  but dual nationality isnot  in China, or other principle creates higher naturaliza}':ion olicy must
recognized legitimate grounds institutional burdens . poliey
be considered
Recommenders It is necessary to
Special naturalization for .. . . Sport-specific scoring institutionalize a sport-
. recognition of international . . .
Korea  outstanding talent and criteria are not clearly specific appendix and

limited dual nationality

standing, and committee
review are identifiable

disclosure of reasons for
decisions

disclosed publicly

Source: Reconstructed based on IOC, FIFA, World Athletics, World Rugby, ITHF, the legal systems of Japan and China, and publicly
available Korean materials
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ol#E HAE AYstATHFIFA, 2021). ©]of 2025Wo= €3] W
Z(change-of-association) &% AHE 3ok UAE SHE
= SHAIA, AF AR 38T Al 7S 7SS THEIRA,
2025). &9 A9, 42 It 34 25 57 ofyzf, ojd
Z27 o @3] WAool 51854, 18l 1 wto] gy £t
A FE=E=A0f et o] L Fh=ro] Ax =M SIS AAL
M A HE o] AA HEE &4 7/l izt AP HEZF 2
K83 AJARITE

AAS AL @Y HEAS A4 73 (Eligibility Rules) 7 =4
W7ol wh2 t #ALE o] 4 (Transfer of Allegiance Regulations)
< ¥x 2 3 9)thWorld Athletics, 2026a, 2026b). £3] =3
Ao e REAA o)A 82 F7HHE I oA A7t HE
=3} A&7 AZ4(genuine connection) 7FAF etk 93]
AR ote, HEAASE 2HE H(eligible athlete)?] ¥, &
TZ, W= 73 AT I FETFTHWA, 20264, 2026b). °]
=4 FEMO R FESHA G, FAIAE FLY 5 AR}
AA A4 A HER ZEE HojEr), mebA o] A2 ¢
8 oflet AAd0] HEAA S HS Hoke A 84
oA Kol
AFH] #4 8(World Rugby Regulation 8) GA] S-ARSH HgF
et AAZEH AW (World Rugby)> A7t tiist= =719]
LA (Union)?t Aok, dobd, A= 4= 1, S&HE =
7+ A2 (genuine, close, credible and established national
link)'& 7FAoF ghohal g%kt o]edt AAgS A Rl &
A, BE B 2EEO 24, o 171 AUA T A EAY
of tigt 6070€ 9] Wietd 55, 1099 ¥4 AF 55 3ol YdS=E
= UTHWR, n.d.). 3 3 ¥ oh2 AFA 9 xssE yd A
= YAFOE TE AUAE YT S glon, JFor I
71717 28884 A4 84S S5k A%l Ested 1
319 o] At 3-8 HTHWR, n.d.). °]&gt #8224 go= 5=
AF, Q8T T2 Axx IR AZ4 A#7F HEAFE HARIA
HYHH o2 ZFoHS HojErt

A oto] At | AW (THF) AlRIAZ AA =W FAAA o]
AFe= oA 7P AFA o7t & Aot fAH o
o ARETS 7HR] Ag= YRFo R dig H7 tiE A+
Zretth B Eaardat B o2 ATUES BEAS Hol e A
= HEY FAoto| Aty | AW A AHA(IIHF Eligibility
Application)& Al&dfoF st} E3SF Al AE 59 A9 EA
Ags Ha 270 A& 16704, old dEF o] s Ass 44
o FU AAAA oIt Aol H 1A (International Transfer
Card, ITC) A& 874& =30k ITHIIHF, n.d.). & FA|ote]As}
7|2 Al HETo 2= Y HAA S AAoA] Far, i A=
7 gl A7V A Al AAE HYEo] el AE FaT THs
AR A Ut

O|AY AAAEZ ML FEHOE FHTO 2= YHEAZO]
HAGEA A=t AL AT ok FAER] 8143 AR F
=92 2o}, FIFAL 74 5
o] WA gedat F/H8E Asketal QUIL(FIFA, 2021, 2025), AlA
AR AAHH Y2 AdH A48 A4 Y2 Fxoh
(WA, 2026a, 2026b; WR, n.d.), =Aofo] A5t AH-& AlRl@Y}
T BAAA Folg Aot JTHIIHF, n.d.). WA =9 &

T

o > rlr o o

Sid

o
=

S

==

8 o

¥ o Jul i

0.
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E2H% ERTS AR FATES shue] 247 V120 B
wr} F53 A a3 A4 E 24 54 W AEshs 7
22 A golof st

= " FA F1 Qi 92
gt FEo] Sl =elol tiste] =
319] FRAS AA AdHo g AstE 7T £ A=E AT
(Japanese Law Translation [JLT], n.d.). BAlof & =&,
LA 07 o5 HAL ST AY, 42 F8Z FHSHES olo]
Eeado] A4 e g FHITH(LT, n.d). & G829 82 &
HAZ = A9 SEE A, IAE - AdHe) A A<
o2 ohF= Fxo| 7.

Jiu JEE AX=AYO] ARHS By Wi AAZHL
2 AASD ok 97 AR2T|EYHE ARZE AAZEY <
F&5Kuniversally shared human culture) & 435k, AX=
£ B9l BEOIY FREL 42 Yct= AL =719 HHE AA
sh, =7ket AGAATHA| ] YF, ARZT| ALY Ax= Y X
A, 38487 kA9l gH 5 ZEFHOE 1-&5ta UH(Yoon,
2024; Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology [MEXT], n.d.). o]&§t HojlA B2 7] dQl= &F
Al FASTHAE, Ax=gA2 U BT} F7FAE O] oA H
Al AAol= 22kl o] sd 4= At

olgfg R fx = =0 FAT AARE AlFdt & =71
i ZAY Ashd S5 AW s 9o 2R% A2 Ax
2T} T8 S YNA AAH R AASHE, 4 o= A
3t 71 ot AFH R 285t Walo] A=H QrgAdel o Fot
o 5 Utk Aolth TEtA A AL dlE HA 518
sh= © = Zo] okl EAT A9 E 5l&ot= Ve AXE 1

FRe A ALoIA B QA% BAF
T rFEYL BRFAS AR gt
e AF WA, FFNA AF, Vet I A7 Y

o

e 2
!
>

[o mfu

oF o
R
o
o
ofy

gk & QI = $ttk(National People’s Congress of the People’s
Republic of China [NPCPRC], n.d.). W&tA S9] AX=F|5h=

4) (A) VL rFAE, Ao Yo B F27} Ui AR o],
299] A2 AR, A52 A 1HLNA LA S5t H)
Alo] 15K 31748 4 SIEH(LT, n.d.).

5) (A9) 33 HAY, A3E FTL 3 FUY H4IAS AFeA) ¢
ot
(A9 3 T2, A7Z IR EE BIAIE 53 AU} 0B
25 Pt U, O A e A=, @ F3) 45 A, ©
716k G AL 7hed stutol Shgsha A3e AR 3 234 A5o|
Fhs e,

(A% 53 Y, A8E 57 24 S A%o] SAHW Tukz 53
FAE A= a0, SA0 9% FAL o ol 24T 4 Ytk
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A% AT 7 A Y LEo| A R o 2 A g 2

e St 7Hs Aol &

3% A7 FA7 o9 ARSI}ttt A2
7} ofe}, AAAe} W7} AAe] BAle A8 QA g
Hojz7] wgolth, B2 F3 oA AR AL Axx B4
SHLE ST U A ok oA, Aol FAel
A B e BoIshe wdwa 27 o] A UTHNPCPRC,
nd), o] A ARH BAmAE HENE AL G2 FUES
Wojzn] FAlo] FHA A T2} AspgAe) HA 4 v 83} 48]
) 2840] oH YL M A =AF Hojzet,

9o Qu3} F2o] vl &2 ZAEE HeJslH (Table 33}
2.

B EPARE

H A= Al 7] ° 62} W = AlE Y AAEE AlSet
ot AA, FAFHS 3SR 4 Fojwtog tEAAo] ¢4
HA Fette He EO%%E}. & B8 daks =4 3159 A
‘guto] ofyt, AAl AN S 4 77 A AEStE &
2 A Fojof FFHFIFA, 2021, 2025; IIHF, n.d.: 10C, n.d.; WA,
20264, 2026b; WR, n.d.).

=4, QB3 22o Ax=x AL 3 AANEE ZRsH

A FAYSl B SRS GRTR T2 LY

sl YA =

% SHA| Tt
T 9Tk QRO 2 of9E FHA AXZAAES QA AA S
I Qo w(JLT, n.d.; MEXT, nd)v‘—'_# a4y 43S Bl A
3te] ¥4 £ A fAIskL &’lE}(NPCPRC d). ol= J% 4

Al =7 dojet Ax=A0] 7|55 TR & *‘“37} U= A

st
A, GRS FAAA} 9108 H] F2E Hol, AL Holel 7
AR WHAAE Hrh FIT F 5T FHE AN Ba
7t Slek. B el 37 ARE AYAR 71 Ead, 98 A4
sl AN glont, FAEY A AA B4, 4AH A7

o) B7h 72, AHol%e] B 2 F8 B AT,
2020, 2026a, 2026b). w2k BW 2 AES AEL 735} 58 of
B AL ol ofd a4g ARA AAlEos FESL of

= 37 7153 Axpg A wskst Aolsto] Qi

shmd HEE HA|IES MA

A7 AR A S

A AR G| YIRS An2 Hole] AEaN FH 7
22 94 28 AAST o, oy, 444 ag4, A
29 P54, S Auz R JelES ojgA Txslste] Hud
AAAE F23] SefA R34 k. EF FAFEES FFHO
2 27 A5noR fEAHC] BYHA gov], SR uret 43
4 Q34 SRAF, WA dEFY, 59 2% 5L FtHes
T8I Ik whebd ) AX2AS SETAS A 271d B
Ao A B dol, WA AP, Y, T4, 447154
2 3P ;e thad YARIAR GA ol FeHFIFA, 2021,

2025; IIHF, n.d.; IOC, n.d.; WA, 2026a, 2026b; WR, n.d.). °]°]
wet 2 Ao @ WA A, @ et 434 Ak,
® %718 2 £ 7lo] /154, ® 5] FAAT B3H, 6 &
EUH, © A&7 AL 71019 olX 9L B AN
2 AFSI9eKTable 4).

1. 9= A4

Y4 PP Bedl BF FH AS0l KA ARUL Fat
A Gt AE2HG B 444 BRo} AuF R
SR FARGS AR ) Arkd, A4 BANARE g =
AR F4% AA DR FH0| FF5AAA B RSl &
o}, 10C, FIFA, AIAS4m, AA s, FAofo] 2817 Ay
o wE 2 oo i olF, VI 52, AT, 52U B S

O

Table 3. Thematic comparison of the Japanese and Chinese systems and implications for Korea

Theme Japan

China Implications for Korea’s Review Criteria

Allows naturalization

in limited cases, while
maintaining a strict single-
nationality principle.

Position of
nationality
exceptions

Allows exceptional naturalization
only for foreigners with distinguished
contributions, subject to Diet approval.

The special naturalization of athletes
should be treated as an exceptional
measure requiring clear and rigorous
justification.

Maintains a restrictive approach by
Treatment of dual  requiring loss of Japanese nationality
nationality when a Japanese national voluntarily
acquires foreign nationality.

Does not recognize dual
nationality.

Because Korea permits limited dual
nationality, the transparency and
legitimacy of review criteria should be
strengthened.

Maintains a narrow nationality
Relationship with  exception while establishing a broad

Places greater emphasis on
the control and integrity of

Naturalization policy and sport-
development policy should be

sport policy gﬁiiﬁ?ﬂ%ﬁgﬁ?ork through the the nationality system. functionally distinguished.

Institutional Nationality exceptions are narrow.

burden of . ¥ excephy ’ Naturalization requires the Athletic performance alone is
. while sport policy is broadly framed . . . . L .

naturalized ) . e loss of previous foreign insufficient to justify special

. around rights, public responsibilities, . . .
national-team . nationality once approved. naturalization.
athletes and sport promotion.
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Table 4. Proposed objective review criteria for Korea

Review Domain Key Elements Score (Total = 100)
S Eligibility for acquisition of Korean nationality; eligibility to represent
Legal 1 . 7 . 2
cgal Compatibility Korea under the rules of the relevant international federation 0
Substantial Connection Length.of residence, registration 'h.lstory w1th. K(?rean teams or .
. federations, Korean-language ability and social integration, family 20
with Korea . . . ;
ties, and intention to settle in Korea
Athletic Performance and Recent international results, world ranking, positional scarcity, tactical 20
Contribution to the National Team suitability, and age/injury factors
Public Interest and Supplementary Structural vulnerability of the sport, transfer of expertise, expansion of 15
Value of the Sport the participation base, and spillover effects for coach development
Ethics and Legal Compliance Doping, match—ﬁxmg, qulence, false documentation, and violations 15
related to tax or immigration status
Sustainability and Post- Continued participation in domestic leagues, youth mentoring, 10

Naturalization Contribution

transition to coaching, and planned contribution to local communities

7t 9AE 9Fstal Qeug 2F 5|7t s AT SAIdE] 4
Vo3& EEote] datehe BAl2 Aed HEE&S 2#T - 9l
THEIFA, 2021; IOC, n.d.; WA, 2026a, 2026b; WR, n.d.; IIHF,
n.d). o] HollA A AL =4 HE 7Hs T TAAY 784
NIEAE 7HsA3S Ajet FEOZ o] |ofof Fitt.

2.

eel=ao) Add A44L g AAIES] HA Fol FHof
of gitt. AAS AW AAGu|Ago] FEH0RE x5k, HE
A AL Tttt {4 FAE ofd H7teke] AdA A4
(genuine connection)ol 3l EZEHCHWA, 2026b; WR, n.d.).
o] Aol AF7IZE =W &AW 55 o, W EHAA
7o, g0l YAtAE, 7HEEA|, B7] AFYAE 52 A5t gt
9= Alo]o] AdA BAE HojF= A7t drth ol HiEky 1
F919] 7|0l ofdet, A7 RS 488 =R1E & s
Aoz g1s5t7] Y3t 7]F0o|tH(Cho & Lee, 2018; Maeng &
Kwon, 2014). £3] =t Z7HAl4l0] ofn] A FAlH, 7158A, B
=& §A4 o F, FF F47]] 73S 8okl Qloks H2, AE
A AZgo] g Al Qo A= FAH 0 Z FRT HALRAUE Al
ARFEHMYJ, 2020).

3. 4718 4 dixd 719 7+s4

A719 94 Q1 7|0 7S AxxAS EEFSHA Al
Q1 Tt 840 AT, | 7]Eo] FHojAe= oF "t T A4
A, AARRA, 24 3, Ae A, A%, B4 9 52 4
A g At 2y AZAE= 2409, ojo] tigt H7} glol= &
2z Fof 5t Ard AFYE gEol] oy I8y =
W APA-+7F Holx, AASpSol et ASld 8- Tl 4
Auto] ofugt AxFe] A4, v 14, 344 wtm Ao
FHAEHKim & Kim, 2016; Kim et al., 2020). &4 37182
ZQ3%F AALQ AoJA|HE TRV 8 AR = A EWHIS AAE A
F3tol7]= o

kjss.sports.re.kr

B20) By BEHS AR2HS SUTsle] AH Wy
2 A9 FEoltt o9 skt AgstE] AL AT 5
Zo] S]] FRA R o, W14 H3t guntont A4
& 4 Q= A Wast EAeA], 12T AL 714 ol4,
AmA} P4, 52 AW Sejo] YA Fojd 4 YEAE W
AEstolof g}, Y AelA Sl A, FHE A4
Ae19 55 84 QMo Axaga o)A o Ao} 5t
o, 24 ool 10} TR AT VS ATVTHMEXT, n.d).
o] FEL FETAL o T SAUOR FEHA perts Auet
£% ghEL 7)Eoleks HolA o7t 9let

o EHASE AAOIA Lk 949074 4
Ao} gich, Axzx tEAT} T7g4do] 8
, B, SRRA, FUitt Y 4 4=, 5|9
EA AE, AE L AR 3 ST 9Pk o<ett £28 dol =7}
qEo] AGA A TS 4 At(ung & Chang, 2019; Lee &
Lim, 2017). wrtA] o] P52 Avtd 7Hd 8 Qlo] of gt 4% W=
9] 4% A4 ggArRe Ay A8 E g9os 4" 59l

6. A&7FsAT A% 7)ol

A&7Hs/d3 AR 710l ASPg o] 43y g ZrAER &
WA F=F k= Aotk s BF, 44 S99 o], T 9
B2, AEA WE O}, A9 A%2 7|0 AY 5L AL B
A 3] A A BAe] IR &, ] Axz YA 7
Hog sjojg 4 Y ZAAAE RolETHKim & Kim, 2016). 5
3] S Ao W FsHIe] FPAE Thest AHro] ohet
37474, R4, B714 710] 7Fs3% A Brkete B3E HolB
2, 3ol A7 AS WEY AR tRold et
(Cho & Lee, 2018; Kim et al., 2020; Na & Chang, 2019).

A3 getabget 29 2k AdA

olefat AAIEL 1004 HURYOZ THE 4 YA, U 8k
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= A4 olde] Adid ggAtaa HAE 4 otk A, A AY
A HEAE FHEo] FRHOZE BIHsT Afolnh EAl, TS
T, S22, Z9, 4EY, 9EA AE Abdo] gRld Ho
o AlA, S AR Al 2 §idte] 9l Aot YA, A B
Qlo] A&+ 9l =7t ik E5A| 8-S HEs] AAoHA] Fohe A-f-olth.

24 Aak GA] Au|=|ojof sttt SEGA A1 GA A= B
g A=et A FAAY 7 FEA, TE LA AYA, A9 A
F 9 AE 70 AYAE SIS 5k, F5 dlHAAF dAoIA
= HER, ESASIE, dieAS S, R JEVPE M 434
I AT AES A HAlstE 7271 Aot o]o] ZA4A}
Al A 9] o FES F5setal 39123 olaiEE LA
£ ZHs= oh, HF5 A4 Fole NIAEE A9t 4 witt o
FE 89F F7sk= Zo] vigAsitt. oligt AxtA £ Ast
3717 Aol EFE QI ElE AL Eol, Alx9 49 HsAe
0] bl 7]o9g &= 91S ZOIth(FIFA, 2025; MJ, 20262, 2026b).

o9} o], A& HolE A3t ¥xo] ¥E EE ARLJVES
olAste] Z7 7hsdt AARES Amstallof steh. 9hA] BRI Hiet
7o) 2020¢ IA = AXZ Hofo] 7|2 g Ad 2 L& A A5}
Fou, AS 2ok Mg Feret AAolf TH VES FFeE
FE35] AABHA] Bt Qi ol 9bA ERIgH FA71ES] S
Hes}7] gt Al AA Hietolct.

K=

3| AL SHYIE © oY Tt AHRH A 4
BE7] olgth. ol 2, FAAE= Y, 7R A,
Slo] 584, $5 WA Azo] WASH: BEA WGl @
B ASE R, CFAY G, S0UA BE L 23
Foll Bt 34,2 Fof 7|2 728 AXST glom, 20208 34
L AEZ Hopo] S45AAE BY APOR PAPORA AXZ
A% St AAe] FAVIES QY BB FAsksEL Dt
ARG 7120 B 1), A% Holo] B3bel A% AAIE, 34
o Y AA 4, 2 ol BE TEE oby F23| Y
w0l QA gtk 2 B AR AHS 7129 $At okt B
AH oz shel Rt 71zt AA| Alake] B4 Bt Aol of 43|
ZFo] EAsIeke | Qict.

FAFEIL BT Ve ol T HEL o BHH HAZ
th. 10C, FIEA, AASAY, AA2 6, SAjoko] ok e e
2% FAT0 R fEAZ0] YA ghom, Aot HE o]
o 4% 424, 52 € AR, 34 EAE, 59 et 2L &
7 827} ) aFEks 4 HolETh QRS 24 o9g A
A Auz GOIPES B3 AALOR YAk gon, Bhe
AR A GAFORA Al o £ ALY RS Rk
T gIek. olefat Hlak Aol SR ohlet A2, BN, A
Y7R5HS WA FUEOE Aoh AX2AS SAAS} AES i
alsjor g2 Attt

webd S AAIES B, 94 A3, B4, daEse)
424 424, A, %712 2 hEY 7)ol /54, IR, $50] 3
g3t BB, A, fel-28A, A, AL7Rs AT AL 7]
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74 H50] T2H 0T BASH A9, U Y SREA
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AEZAS SEASE) BEE O3 A4S 443 W AL 4G
81 d] gl glo] ohleh, FAITE] FEska Fulo] 45T 4 9
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2 9 F49] 2Gol A Holut, 7123} o] TAT U FAe)
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