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PURPOSE The purpose of this study was to understand the athletic identity of youth
football players and to trace its changing trend. METHODS Participants of this study
included 93 players in 2005 and 94 players in 2021, who were in middle and high
schools. All participants answered open-ended questionnaires. After the results of the
inductive content analysis, the changing trend of the results was assessed. RESULTS
The athletic identity of youth football players were collected from 811 raw data samples
collected in 2005 and 741 collected in 2021 and categorized into 19 sub-categories and
5 categories. The results show a tendency to be specific to football. The athletic identity
of a football player itself is weakening, being replaced by the identity of being a student.
The role of the camp is also weakening, while more privacy and autonomy are allowed
to the players. As a result, efforts to secure the players’ right to study were accepted
by the players, and expected to decrease as camp life with limited privacy is on the
decline, and as senses toward one’s physical competence are changing. CONCLUSIONS
Sociocultural contexts, including changes in the system and social modifications, are
reflected in the football player's athletic identity and its changes. The athletic identity of
youth football players has changed from its 2005 version of unacademic camp life with
limited privacy to the 2021 version, where the player leaves camp to be provided with
privacy and attend classes.
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Table 1. Participants characteristics
2005 2021
Grade gSample Career (Month) Sample  Career (Month)
™) M SD N) M SD

Middle 56 35 193 60 53 232
High 37 58 195 34 76 246
Towl 93 41 219 94 61 261
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Fig. 1. Open-ended questionnaire form
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Table 2. Category of athletic identity in youth football players

Identity of football players in 2005

Identity of football players in 2021

Raw data (N) Sub-category  Category

Sub-category Raw data (N)

N (%) (year: N/%) N (%)
Effective cooperation (23) Sufficient Sufficient  Positivity (10)/Intimate friend (7)
/Sociability (6)/Many colleagues (4)/ communication communication /Have quick wits7)/Teamwork (3)
Loyalty (4)/Team spirit (2)/Sacrifice/ ... skills 74 (9.1) skills 75 (10.1) /Effective cooperation (3)/Leadership (2)/ ...
/Sstrong fighting spirit (22) t]:)/l (i)r?tz?ltsli(\)/g fig?ﬁ;l tl\él ?rtlgitsli(\)/?e Ense of purpose (18)
ense of purpose (13) . . /Strong fighting spirit (17)
/Strongly one's pride (10)/ achievements player achievements /Clear path (11)/
65 (8.0) (2005: 97 (13.1) P
High cost (19)/Many training equipment Charge of 222/27.4) Charge of  Competition (8)/Football equipment (3)
(7)/Many competition (4) expenses (2021: expenses  /Field training (3)/ Win the victory (2)
/ Many field training (3)/ ... 49 (6.0) 263/35.5) 17 (2.3)  /High cost/ ...
Blacken skin (11)/Short hair (7) - . Football performance (13)
/Excellence of football (5)/Self-respect  P11d¢ of football Pride off football eif_confidence (8)/Pass ability (7)
Pride for football (3)/Self-confidence (2)/ . (4.2) (100) " wonderful (3)/ ..
Healthy (32)/Excellence of exercise (26) Physical Physical Excellence of motor ability (22)
/Excellence of physical (16) ysica ysica /Excellence of speed (13)/Excellence of
/Excellence of motor ability (15) competence competence . cise (13)/Heavy muscle mass (4)
4 110 (13.6) 74 (10.0) y
/Excellence of body (9)/Tall (3) ... [ am an /Excellence of physical (5)...
Lack of sleep (12)/Many injuries (12) Life of athletics ~ athletic  Life of athletics Training after school (17)/Heavy training
/Fatigue (11)/ ... 50 (6.2) 2%’27(/)20658) 57(7.7) (16)/Supplementary training (6)/ ...
Eat a lot of food (16)/Have well meal (8) ~ Management of  (2021: Management of Control for meal (7)/Regular meal time (4)
/Balanced diet (3)/ ... meal 37 (4.6) 174/23.5)  meal 16 (2.2) /Eata lot of food (2)/ ...
Diligent training (7)/Assiduity (5) Effort for Effort for Effort (7)/Assiduity of anything (7)
[Effort (4)/ ... achievements achievements - \yiting diary (5)/ ...
20 (2.5) 27 (3.6)
Absence (27)/Lack of study time (8) Occurrence of Occurrence of Do not go to academy (7)
/Do not go to academy (6) absence from absence from /Lack of study time (6)/Absence (4)
Change schools (5)/lateness (3)/ ... class 62 (7.6) [am astudent class 17 (2.3) /Early leave (4)/Early leave (3)/ ...
Be weak study (29)/Dozed off in class (9)  Lack of student out of Lack of student Be weak study (6)/Indifferent study (4)
/Lack of learning ability (3) competencies class competencies /Lack of learning ability
/Have a low grade score (3)/ ... 52 (6.4) (2005: 31(4.2) /Have a low grade score/
Have a high physical education grade score . 141/17.4) . None (38)/Unknowingness (10)/Combine
(4)/Intelligent (3)/Give up teacher Agtlllgé;isas I am a student Ag:&g;isas study & football (9)/Provide convenience
/No interaction with teacher 15 (1.8) toward class 106 (14.3) from teacher (2)/Interaction with teacher
/Disregard of teacher/ : (2021: ) (2)/Negative attention of teacher (2)/ ...
Associate with friends (6) Weak bresence 177/23.9) Weak presence BE scolded to school (5)
/Discrimination (4) in clas s 12 (1.5) in class 23(3.1) /Distinct (from)interest (4)
/Discrimination in school/ ... ) "/ /Do not communicate friend (4)/ ...
Regular life (17)/Cleanliness (9) . .
/Time commitment (7)/Be useful with Orderly life Orderly life  Fhysical management (8)Regular life (7)
g ] et up early (6)/Time commitment (3)
cleaning (4)/Physical management (4) 47 (5.8) 34 (4.6) /Neating (2)/Bei 1 4
/Get up early (2)/ ... eating (2)/Being planned/ ...
. . . My home is . . .
Camp life (27)/Group life (7) Group life training camp Group life  Camp life (12)/Group life (4)
/Life with coach (3)/ 37 (4.6) (2005: 21(2.8) /Life with coach (3)/ ...
120/14.8)
Manners (19) Respect for (2021: Respect for  yr.ners (14)/Greet others (5)
/Courtesy with colleague (5) others29 (3.6)  75/10.1) others /Excellence of response/
/Grreet others (3)/ ... : : 20(2.7) P
Assault (3)/Be scold (3)/Assault to coach/ Experience for Experience for N/A
violence 7 (0.9) violence 0 (0)
Insufficient time with family (22) Insufficient time Insufficient time s
/Live in isolation with parents (19) with family ) ~ with family }:1;; gggl}fge é%l/]?lgl;gd(gl)r/ne at home (9)
/Do not go to home (13)/ 54(6.7)° Myprivacyis 26 (3.5) g
Lack of leisure time (16) being limited
/Limits of independent action (5) Restrictions of (2005: Restrictions of Lack of leisure time (4)/Hard (4)
/Dlml P leisure 37 (4.6)  111/13.7)  leisure 21 (2.8) /Do not play (4)/ ...
0 not go to play (4)/ ... (2021:
Do not use mobile phone (7) Limits of life 52/7.0) Limits of life Do not play game (2)

/Do not use computer (3)

/Do not want to do anyting (3)/ ... range 20 (2.5)

range 5 (.7) /Return mobile phone /Do not play online/
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Fig. 3. Current affairs of athletic identity in football players
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