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K league influx: Why do intemational footballers
migrate to South Korea?

Wangsung Myung & Younglae Choi*
Konkuk University

[Purpose] The purpose of this study is to explore ‘K League Influx (KLI)" which is the phenomenon
a number of international footballers migrate to South Korea and its factors. [Methods]| Qualitative case

study was conducted with 10 footballers who have migrated to South Korea and 4 their Korean agents.
[Results] The KLI can be explained with four factors such as (1) Asian football dream and K league as
a stop (not destination); (2) Brazilian footballer salary increase caused by Chinese football policy; (3)

Financial crisis of European football market; and (4) The quantitative and qualitative changes in the

agent market due to FIFA’s abolition of agent system and the development of new media.
[Conclusions] These factors are close to the properties of external factor rather than internal factor. It

requires various perspectives on sport labor migration (academic significance) and new management

philosophy of K league and each club (practical discussion). Therefore, this study examined the

possibility of ’selling-league’ and suggested the follow-up study and policy direction related to it.
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Table 1. 2017 K League foreign players by country

No. Nationality n | No. Nationality n
1 Brazil 40 15 Georgia 1
2 Australia 9 16  Guinea Bissau 1
3 Croatia 9 17 Hungary 1
4 Japan 5 18 Iran 1
5 Montenegro 3 19 Niger 1
6 East Timor 2 20  Northern Ireland 1
7 Spain 2 21 Portugal 1
8 Uzbekistan 2 22 Romania 1
9 Argentina 1 23 Slovakia 1
10 Austria 1 24 Sweden 1
11 Bosnia 1 25 Switzerland 1
12 Cote d'Ivoire 1 26 Uruguay 1
13 Cyprus 1 27 Vietnam 1
14 France 1 Total 91

Source: Korea Professional Football League

Table 2. K League foreign players and nationalities, 2010-2017

Item 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 R(%)
N 15 14 13 11 14 19 19 27 800
F 57 66 6 64 72 75 8 91 596

N: the number of nationality, F: the number of foreign player
R: rate of increase compared to 2010
Source: Korea Professional Football League
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Table 3. Personal characteristic of the participants

No. Name* Age Nationality Position**  Role

1 Aiden 27  Montenegro Fw
2 Ethan 27 Australia Fw
3 Lucas 28 Brazil MF
4 Jacob 32 Brazil FW
5  Michael 28  Montenegro Fw

- Footballer
6  Matthew 32 Spain
7 Benjamin 29  Netherlands DF
8  William 29 Norway MF
9  Daniel 31 Belgium MF
10 Oliver 28 Serbia FW
11 KBJ 40 SouthKorea  3,4,6
12 YJH 38 SouthKorea 1,5,10

Agent

13 KSY 52 South Korea 2
14 LSH 37  SouthKorea 8,9, 10

*Anonymity was used.
** Agents have contracted with footballers of each number.
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Table 4. Question items of in-depth interview

Question items

- Personal and social situation before migration

- Reason for considering migration

- Reason for decision to migrate to South Korea

- Story about migration process

- Opinion about K League before migration

- Opinion about Asian football league before migration

- Outlook for changes in global football market

- Future plan as footballer
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