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A case of C'rule in Korean collegiate sport
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[Purpose] This study conducted legal, institutional and pedagogical consideration on C’rule in Korean
collegiate sport. [Methods] (1) Systematically examined the unconstitutional elements of C’rule in terms
of the basic rights of student-athletes, and (2) reviewed pedagogical validity in terms of higher education,
college credit system and physical education. [Results] First, C’rule adopted the result (the credit) of the
uniform education as the standard of sanctions. Providing discriminatory educational opportunities accord-

ing to academic credit is regarded as the infringement of equal rights. Second, since the college sports

league is the only place to prepare for vocational education and employment for student-athletes, restrict-

ing their opportunities according to the credit is also against the freedom of happiness and choice of pro-

fession. Third, C° credit, the minimum standard, overlooked purpose and level of higher education and

rigorous evaluation. Last, C’rule has resulted in overlooking the academic significance and status of college

education, especially physical education. [Conclusions] This study is meaningful in that it brought the sub-

jects to discourse field and provided opportunities to review the fundamental problem of the school

sport and the basic rights of student-athletes. At the present stage of the transition of the school sport

system due to the introduction of various regulatory systems, we should be careful about oligopoly and

unilateral flow of knowledge and production of other alienation.

Key words: Collegiate sport, Student-athlete, Right for learning, Basic human rights, C’rule
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Table 1. Regulation of collegiate sport

Article 25 (Grade management and unfavorable disposition)

@ Student-athletes must obtain C° or above as average credits for two semesters in order to participate in all competitions
organized, hosted or approved by KUSF.

@ If a student-athlete is registered with less than the minimum of credits or attendance days specified in a certain school rule,
he/she shall not be able to participate in all competitions organized, hosted or approved by KUSF. However, a person who is
unavoidably expelled for injury, illness, or poverty may be guaranteed exception to restriction on the activities as an athlete
only when the legitimacy is recognized.

@ The colleges must submit the grades of student-athletes to KUSF.

@ KUSF may provide non-playable student-athletes with reasonable remedies to the extent that they do not undermine the
purpose of the regulation for ensuring student-athletes' rights for learning and normalizing academic management. <Established in
July 25, 2017>

Source: KUSF(2017). 2017 KUSF college sport operation provision. Seoul: Korea University Sport Federation.

Table 2. Detailed regulation of collegiate sport

Article 25 (Grade management and unfavorable disposition)

D The colleges must notify student-athletes of Section 1 and Section 2 of Article 25 of the regulations, and obtain consent
from student-athletes that he/she agrees to submit his/her academic grades and attendance information to KUSF.

@ The colleges must supervise their athletic clubs and student-athletes to comply with Section 1 and Section 2 of Article 25 of
the regulations, and submit the status of student-athletes’ academic grades and attendance information to KUSF when KUSF
requests. KUSF must be careful to prevent leakage of the status data to the outside.

@ Restriction on game or competition in Section 1 and Section 2 of Article 25 of the regulations is not applied to any game
or competition which is not organized, hosted or approved by KUSF. Instead, the colleges shall strictly apply their rules and
regulations in attendance, examination, and evaluation for games or competitions that are not covered by Section 1 and Section
2 of Article 25 of the regulations.

@ 1In accordance with Section 1 and Section 2 of Article 25 of the regulations, the colleges must submit to KUSF a list of
student-athletes who can not participate in games or competitions organized, hosted or approved by KUSF.

Source: KUSF(2017). 2017 KUSF college sport operation provision. Seoul: Korea University Sport Federation.
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Table 3. Status of non-participated student-athletes in college sport league due to C°rule

First semester in 2017

Second semester in 2017

Sports Colleges Applicants Fail(%) Sports Colleges Applicants Fail(%)
Basketball(male) 12 122 7(6.0) Basketball(male) 12 115 2(1.7)
Basketball(female) 7 56 0(0.0) Basketball(female) 7 43 0(0.0)
Volleyball 12 134 4(3.0) Volleyball 12 122 1(0.8)
Football 85 1,094 89(8.0) Football 85 1,044 59(5.6)
Total 116 1,406 100(7.1) Total 116 1,324 62(4.6)
Source: KUSF(2017). 2017 KUSF yearbook. Seoul: Korea University Sport Federation.
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