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The ethical issues on the genetic engineering in sport

Sungjoo Park*
Kookmin University

[Purpose] This study analyzes ethical issues about genetic technology used for the enhancement of
athletes. In so doing, this study aims to rethink gene manipulation in sports and suggest theoretical

groundwork for an ethical discussion of gene doping, as well as providing some guidelines. [Methods]

For this purpose, this study looks at the relationship between genetic engineering and morality as

discussed by eminent domestic and international philosophers, medical ethicists, and scholars of sport

studies. Then, the pros and cons of the use of genetic engineering in sport are analyzed to show the

different values embedded in each of the opposite positions. [Results] This study identifies three points

of debate: fairness, coercion, dignity and autonomy. Through a literary and philosophical review, it is

revealed that prior criticism against gene manipulation has logical loopholes. [Conclusions] Rather than

approaching the issue with groundless fear and prejudice, it is necessary to look into its benefits and

ethical problems in detail. In addition, better equipped ethical as well as practical grounds are required

to control the introduction of gene doping technology.
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