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Retrospect and Prospect for Korean Sport History: Focusing on the
Korean Journal of History for Physical Education (2006~2015)

Seung-Koo Shim* & Yeomi Choi
Korea National Sport University

This article aims to examine the research trend of sport history by analysing published research
articles over the last decade in the Korean Journal of History for Pﬁysical Education, and suggest
directions of research in sport history based on the results. We have reviewed a total of 264 articles
relying on the analytic framework including the criteria of time period, method, nation, theme/topic,
and purpose. The research findings are as follows.

First, the post-Liberation period has been studied most often with 45.3%, followed by the Japanese
Colonization period (20.2%), the Joseon Dynasty period (11.4%), the diachronic research (8.8%), the period
from ancient times through Goryeo (8.1%), and the period of Enlightenment (6.2%). The results indicate that
most recent studies in the journal unilaterally focus on the Modern and Contemporary history with 71.7%.

According to the analysis result by research method, second, more than 90% of the studies have been
conducted using qualitative methods while only 0.6% of the papers have adopted quantitative methods.
The qualitative methods include textual analysis, participant ogservation, oral life story, and focus group
interview. Textual analysis has been used most often with 74.5%. Oral life story has been second
(22.5%), followed by participant observation (2.1%) and focus group interview (0.3%). The findings from
this category show that it is still necessary to diversity research methods and vitalize interdisciplinary research.

Third, in terms of nation, over 70% of the papers have studied about Korea, and European countries
are the second most frequent region in the research trend (8.3%). The nation that follows is China with
6.4%. Although we analysed a Korean journal in sport history, the result exposes the lack of scholarly
attention in the studies of sport history to world sport history reflecting comparative perspectives.

By the criteria of theme/topic, fourth, genre has been studied most often with 31.7%, followed by figure
(14.1%), facility/institution/organization (14.0%), system/ olicy/event (12.8%), philosophy/ideology/theory
(6.7%), remains/relics/documentary material (6.3%), anc{3 domestic regions (5.4%). The results show that
the recently published research articles have attempted to include a variety of genres in sports, play,
and dance. While the topics for figure and facility/institution/organization also receive significant interest,
it is limited that the studies mostly focus on male sport figures but female figures are barely explored.
Even when female figures are researched, the attempts are observed only in the studies of dance.

Fifth, the largest ratio of papers has had the research purpose of historical evolution (37.6%), followed
by value/ sigmigicance (20%), type/characteristic (15.5%), thoughts/ideology/theory (9.1%), origin (6.6%),
suggestion/ proposal/prediction (5%), comparison/correlation (5%), and concept/terminology (1.2%). The
results expose that the studies tend to concentrate on historical evolution relying on chronological
description while the research on concept/terminology is of little scholarly interest.

Based on what we have found, it is identified that the recent studies in sport history have mostly
focused on the historical evolution of a specific sport genre in the Korean Modern and Contemporary
history using textual analysis. Consequently, the results suggest that researchers in sport studies need to
put in additional effort to expand research topics and methods, and invite comparative perspectives
involving inter/cross-national studies.

Key words: Sport History, Research Trend, Korean Journal of History for Physical Education KISS,,
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Table 1. Total Number of Research by Year (%)

2006 24 (9.1)
2007 18 (6.8)
2008 29 (11)
2009 31 (11.7)
2010 26 (9.9)
2011 25 (9.5)
2012 27 (102)
2013 23 (8.7)
2014 41 (15.5)
2015 20 (7.6)
Total 264 (100)
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Table 2. Research Trend by Time Period (%)

TimI:snﬁ:rtyeO' ])J}(f)rslz;)tl;' Enlightenment; C()Jla(l)ll):inzlztsi‘i)n' Post-Liberation: Diachronic Total
~14C 15C~19C 1876-1910 1910~1945 19452015
i 4 9 2 2 7 4 28
06 (14.3) (322) (7.1) (7.1) (25) (14.3) (100)
i 1 3 2 4 9 2 21
07 (4.8) (14.3) 9.5) (19.0) (42.9) 9.5) (100)
i 3 3 2 6 18 3 35
08 (8.6) (8.6) (5.7) (17.1) (51.4) (8.6) (100)
i 1 2 2 5 17 6 33
09 3) (6.1) (6.1) (152) (51.5) (18.1) (100)
i 4 3 0 3 10 6 26
10 (15.4) (11.5) (0) (11.5) (38.5) (23.1) (100)
i 3 3 2 3 11 3 27
1 (11.1) (11.1) (7.4) (18.5) (40.8) (11.1) (100)
i 4 5 3 10 13 2 37
12 (10.8) (13.5) (82) 27 (35.1) (5.4) (100)
3 1 0 5 16 0 25
13
(12) (4.0) (0) (20) (64) (0) (100)
, 0 4 4 16 27 0 51
14 (0) (7.8) (7.8) (31.4) (53) (0) (100)
i 2 2 2 6 11 1 24
15 (8.3) (8.3) (83) (25) (45.9) (4.2) (100)
Total 25 35 19 62 139 27 307
(8.1) (11.4) 6.2) (20.2) (45.3) (8.8) (100)
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Table 3. Research Trend by Method (%)

Textual Participant Oral Life (F}ogus Quantitative

Analysis Chservetion — Story Inte rv1£ Method Total
06 22 1 2 0 0 25
(88) ) (8.0) (©) ©  (100)
07 16 1 6 0 0 23
(69.6) (43) (26.1) 0) 0) (100)
08 28 2 7 0 0 37
757 (54 (189 0) 0) (100)
109 28 1 7 1 0 37
757 @7 (189 (27 0) (100)
10 25 0 7 0 0 32
(28.1) 0) (21.9) 0) 0) (100)
11 24 0 5 0 0 29
(82.8) 0) (17.2) 0) 0) (100)
‘12 23 0 7 0 0 30
(76.7) 0) (23.3) 0) 0) (100)
13 20 1 8 0 1 30
66.7) (33 (26.7) 0) (33)  (100)
‘14 39 1 21 0 1 62
629 (33 (339 0) (1.6)  (100)
‘15 20 0 4 0 0 24
(83.3) 0) (16.7) 0) 0) (100)
Total 245 7 74 1 2 329
(745) (@2.1) (225 (0.3) 0.6)  (100)
Ft. ae ola) AA A ee elseh 1
A 7 xA) 750, oIF 53 AL A7
EYE, urh AAA0| L A=Y w50 AR
9 Aot

Table 4-1. Research Trend by Region (%)

Korean Sport History 190 (72.0)
Western Sport History 31 (11.7)
Fastern Sport History 19 (7.2)
Etc. 24 (9.1
Total 264 (100)
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Table 4-2. Research Trend by Nation (%)

North

Korea Japan China America Europe Etc. N/A Comparative Total
06 14 0 1 1 4 1 1 2 24
(58.2) 0) 4.2) 4.2) (16.6) (4.2) 4.7) (8.4) (100)
07 13 0 1 3 1 0 0 0 18
(712.2) 0 ) (16) (5:6) ©) ©) 0 (100)
08 20 0 4 0 4 0 3 0 29
(69) 0) (13.8) 0) (13.3) 0) (10.3) 0) (100)
09 22 0 4 2 4 0 1 1 31
1) () (12.9) (6.5) (12.9) 0) (32) (32) (100)
10 18 0 2 1 2 0 3 0 26
(69.2) 0) (7.7) (3.8) (1.7) 0) (11.5) 0) (100)
11 19 0 1 0 1 0 4 0 25
(76) () (4.0) 0 “ 0 (16) 0 (100)
- 17 2 2 1 3 0 1 1 27
(63) (7.4) (7.4) 3.7 (11.1) 0) 3.7 3.7 (100)
13 18 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 21
(85.7) 0 0 0 (14.3) (] ©) 0 (100)
» 34 0 5 1 0 2 0 1 41
(79.1) 0) (11.6) 2.3) 0) 4.7 0) (2.3) (100)
s 15 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 20
(75) 0 (10) 0 0 0) (15.0) 0) (100)
Total 190 2 17 3 22 3 16 5 264
(71.9) (0.8) (6.4) 34 (8.3 (L.1) (6.1) ) (100)
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Table 5-1. Research Trend by Theme/Topic (%)
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Facility/ Remains/ System/  Philosophy/
Figure Institution/ Genre Region Relics/ Policy/ Ideology/ Etc. Total
Organization Documentary Event Theory
06 2 1 11 0 4 3 0 4 25
®) 4 (44) © (16) (12) © (16) (100)
07 1 5 5 0 3 2 4 2 22
4.5) (22.8) (22.8) 0) (13.6) ©.1) (18.1) (9.1) (100)
08 6 5 11 5 1 8 2 3 41
(14.6) (12.2) (26.8) (12.2) 2.5) (19.5) 4.9) (7.3) (100)
09 12 6 20 3 0 7 4 4 56
(214) (10.7) (35.7) (5.5) (0) (12.5) (7.1 7.1) (100)
10 7 3 12 2 3 7 5 2 41
(17.1) (1.3) (29.3) 4.9) (7.3) (17.1) (12.2) 4.8) (100)
- 5 10 14 2 4 4 2 5 47
(10.6) (21.3) (29.8) (6.4) (8.5) (8.5) 4.3) (10.6) (100)
" 11 8 18 1 3 3 3 6 52
(21.2) (13.5) (34.6) (1.9) (5.8) (5.8) (5.8) (11.5) (100)
13 9 4 12 4 1 10 2 2 44
(20.5) 9.1 27.3) 9.1 2.3) (22.7) 4.5) 4.5) (100)
‘14 9 15 27 2 7 6 5 8 79
(11.4) (19) (34.2) 2.5) (8.9) (7 (6.3) (10.1) (100)
I 1 6 11 4 2 7 3 4 38
(2.6) (15.8) (28.9) (10.5) (5.3) (18.4) (7.9) (10.5) (100)
Total 63 62 141 24 28 57 30 40 445
(14.1) (14) 31.7) (54) (6.3) (12.8) (6.7) 9.0 (100)
el ZEYRE olHE 5 ojZ)7l kst 4 Atk A8} Rl FAmF BE Yate A&
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(2006), lozuAz A7 "Md4Y A7 (2010),
‘ZZo 71943 mA A (2011), Video Danced] A}
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Table 5-2. Research Trend by Genre in Theme/Topic

Korea

Foreign Country

Taekwondo (Poomsae), Gymnastics, Combat Sports (K-1),
Wrestling, Swimming, Pro/Baseball, Volleyball, Basketball,

Football (US Collegiate),

Sports Field Hockey, Kendo, Athletics, Aerobics, Foot Volleyball, Gymnastics (Czech Republic),
Soccer, Cycling, Dance Sports, Scuva Diving, Rhythmic Soccer (England), etc.
Gymnastics, Winter Sports, Skiing, Figure Skating, etc.
Ssireum (Gakjoe), Gukgung, Tug-of-war, Swing, Chukguk,
Play Kabaddi (India), ctc. Sumo (Japan), etc.
. - . Karatedo (Japan), Wushu (China), Ohaeng
Martial Arts Taekkyeon,YI(-)I;lpkldg; H;ﬁs:igd%iiiioﬁsétcf’ollce Judo, Tongbae Gwon (China), Kuoshu (China),
grudo, Hy &, c San-Da (China), etc.
Ballet, Cra.ne Dance, Modern ]?ance, Video Dance, Street Bara dance (China), Ballet (China), Ancient
Dance Dance, Gisaeng Dance, Yae-ki-moo, Popular Dance,Solo
.o . Dance (Rome), etc.
Dance, Hyangakjjeongjae, etc.
Etc. Radio Free Gymnastics, Dance Therapy, Parody Nutcracker, etc.

0 53 A S 43 F2E AfsAY e o 287}t BQIgt, Fols @=e] 5ol g, AEf
T Ao vind wre AME gellErh E3 QE =, fFEdEsR), §7E s, wWdaxz Ale 5
HlZo] AIA/718/dA % A A er 52 How o] TRt a9 Aldle YR TIE, THTE
Hol 54 Q& wAd g 7124 A7t JFEHE @B, e, S Tl oA
A =i, 28U 34 A50E TR T A5 TEFE(FMAAFEF), WA
g A7 A A EA S Holy], 34 & OE AE FE@UR AR IAF A7 EEF AU E A
TR FE 49 dHEe 4TS Bl %), TUFEATE), dFEMYe daAd
A, FE/A2e A 232AK), AEEe], 7 ~EFUs), AFTE(LY, Ay, AdnnFd
d, 78 5 A9 AAESE 7/ F o0tk o= d, S5 A7) Fol LAHAG. Ve Ae= 2
o A&olgte IellA AlPd 5= T Ak HeAzx, F8A5, dejvig59 2o mA 4=
zgeTh o8 1] =13 a9 §19] Table 52 B 43 A2 AAEFe] A
o} 2ot olg} o] FTEI} F2ol B A= Folo] ATE
¥z qye] Ao, aA sAlaE2d FA~ oA stetd vt §l7] wEd Wwshle ofdh o
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=dEd a2 aFHRoY ol g EAE & AR TP, ARAE2 (K-1), 2EZE
7 A BZ-FA(vE) TR EAE S 92 HYla(GATE) T AT Tud dEoe
TARA 20 AT Fola, Ak AA " AA A¥29 WA FEL AFsles AEs) Fof @)
Ao’ 27] o] Yepdtt, o7]d] AL gl 4 =4, 52 A&7 BHE 5 AU A oY
FAX2(K-1)=E geldn) dl9 ~2x2e nj=aishe o= A7k 19" Alglolth. Table 5-3% 2] A%
FE, AZAR), FTH(EF) Tol A=A A AT AEE FA el B, ea A
R&gole Aoy 2320 dgor dFEe 4 gor 7R £ Sl ot g5<logt s g=d
< Btk 3o Ao Mg, =3, 7], v+ A 23z B8 E-d 7]od Ao g £F
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Table 5-3. Research Trend by Figure in Theme/Topic

Korea East (China) West

Pre-modem King Sejong, Jeonglo, Yulgok Lee .
(Before 19C) Sunshin, Dasan, etc. Plato, Aristotle, etc.

Lee Gil-Yong (Sport Person),
Cho dono (Judo),

Song Duck-ki (Taekkyeon),
Shin Han-seung (Tackkyeon),
Rho Baek-Lin (Sport Person),

Jang, Ki-Young (Sport Person),

Kim Kwang-sook (Dance),
Bae-Young Lim (Wrestling),
Chang-Sun Jang (Wrestling),

Sim Jae-Chil (Javelin),
Yun Bong-Gil (Sport Person),

Merce Cunningham (Dance),
Yuh, Woon Hyung (Sport Person), —
Yang, Yoo-Choon (Judo), James Naismith (Basketball),

Tomas D. Wood (New PE),
SYﬁmYDuk Choon (Golf), . Ludwig Guttmann (Disabled Sport),
Modern uh, Yun-Bok (Marathon), Yun hak ju (Sport Person), Marvin Julian Miller (Baseball)
(After 19C) Um Bong-Dong (Cycling), Gi Tae-Chang (Martial Arts), Abner Doubleday (Baseball) ’
Kwon Tae-hun (Physical Training), Lee Chun-shin (Dance), etc. Roy Tobias (Dance) >
Sohn Ki-chung (Marathon), Mary Wigman (Dance),
 Park Kunrsul (Dance), Isadora Duncan (Dance)
Kim Suk Young (Wrestling), Matthew Bourne (Dance) etc
Kwang-seoup Oh (Volleyball), it
Shin Dong-Pa (Basketball),
Choi Dongwon (Baseball),
Kim Young Tae (Tackwondo),
Park Se-Ri (Golf),
Choi Seung-hee (Dance),
Philip L. Gillett (Baseball &
Basketball),
Charlie Marcon (Basketball),
Jeff Gausepohl (Basketball),
Williams G. Morgan (Volleyball), etc.
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oz gagn, v}a}w »71@ AgEded, AA  F 2 5P AQs delanls, AA%e Erks
9 JuE, AA2ANYY A T4, 5 A58 =, SAPRAAKY FE TET ool vh]
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b Mol A G HR A ALY PG S 2 Y olsh o] ARG YRS Asuy, AN B AE2
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AAE 98 A4S 5o 20 QUL BTG, B, 220 MR A ARl L S
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$o 8%, A%e DUE Solth 9o Tl & EPAT 2rlole) WAle] AFHE e T
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Table 6. Research Trend by Research Purpose (%)
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Thoughts/

Suggestion/

Evoluion  Signifiance 608 reminclogy  Ortin  Proposal (RELCY oy Bk,  Toul
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