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Research Trends in Leisure Studies

Sunhwan Hwang' & Heetae Cho®*

"University of Seoul & *Yonsei University

This study identified the trends in leisure and recreation research in Korea for the past 10 years. We

classified previous research based on ten leisure and recreation research areas and compared the

research trends of five journals: Korean Journal of Leisure, Recreation & Park, Korean Journal of

Physical Education, Journal of Sport and Leisure Studies, Journal of Leisure Studies, and Journal of the

Korea Contents Association. The results indicated that most research published over the last decade

were included in the area of leisure social psychology, and the area of leisure social psychology showed

the highest ratio in five journals compared with other research areas. To resolve the problematic results,

this research suggests that future research needs to have diversity to extend the leisure and recreation

research realm and to improve the quality of leisure and recreation research in Korea. We expect that

this study would be used as a foundation for future leisure and recreation research.
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Table 1. Trends in Leisure Research for the Past 10 Years

Research Trends in Leisure Studies 3

Area Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015  Total
Leisure Social Psychology 92 81 103 126 88 96 99 83 85 64 917
Leisure Sociology 7 5 4 3 6 6 13 6 4 4 58
Leisure Industry 7 9 11 5 1 4 3 4 6 3 53
Leisure Policy 7 9 3 9 5 2 6 4 5 2 52
Leisure Tourism 2 2 3 3 0 2 1 3 3 0 19
Leisure Education 3 5 3 1 2 2 1 3 3 3 26
Therapeutic Recreation 2 2 0 0 2 0 1 2 0 2 11
Leisure Geography 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
Leisure History 4 1 2 1 0 0 1 4 0 0 13
Leisure Philosophy 1 1 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 1 7

Total 126 115 132 149 104 114 125 109 106 79 1,159
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Table 2. Trends in Leisure Research for Each Five-Year Period

Year 2006 ~ 2011 ~ 2006 ~ 2011 ~

Area 2010 2015 2010 015
Leisure Social Psychology 78%  80% 490 427
Leisure Sociology 4% 6% 25 33
Leisure Industry 5% 4% 33 20
Leisure Policy 5% 3% 33 19
Leisure Tourism 2% 2% 10 9
Leisure Education 2% 2% 14 12
Therapeutic Recreation 1% 1% 6 5
Leisure Geography 0% 0%

Leisure History 1% 1% 8 5
Leisure Philosophy 1% 1% 4 3
Total 100% 100% 626 533
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Table 3. Korean Journal of Leisure, Recreation & Park

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015  Total

Area Year o006 2007 2008 2009
Leisure Social Psychology 66 49 62 60
Leisure Sociology 4 4 2 0
Leisure Industry 7 4 6 3
Leisure Policy 2 3 1 2
Leisure Tourism 2 1 2 0
Leisure Education 1 2 1 1
Therapeutic Recreation 2 2 0 0
Leisure Geography 0 0 0 0
Leisure History 4 1 0 1
Leisure Philosophy 0 0 0 1

38 48 29 31 37 23 443
0 1 2 1 1 0 15
0 2 0 0 0 0 22
1 1 0 2 2 1 15
0 0 0 1 0 0 6
1 0 0 0 2 0 8
2 0 0 0 0 1 7
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 1 1 0 0 8
0 0 0 0 0 0 1
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Figure 1. Trend in KJLRP for Each Five-Year Period
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Table 4. Korean Journal of Physical Education
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Area Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015  Total
Leisure Social Psychology 14 11 9 11 12 14 30 16 9 13 139
Leisure Sociology 0 0 0 1 2 3 5 2 2 2 17
Leisure Industry 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 2 2 7
Leisure Policy 0 0 1 2 0 0 3 1 1 1 9
Leisure Tourism 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Leisure Education 2 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 7
Therapeutic Recreation 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Leisure Geography 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Leisure History 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 3
Leisure Philosophy 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2
Total 17 12 12 14 15 20 38 23 15 20 186
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Table 5. Journal of Sport and Leisure Studies

Area Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015  Total

Leisure Social Psychology 7 15 17 29 17 14 19 11 15 10 154
Leisure Sociology 0 0 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 4
Leisure Industry 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2
Leisure Policy 1 2 0 1 2 0 2 1 0 0 9
Leisure Tourism 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Leisure Education 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 6
Therapeutic Recreation 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Leisure Geography 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Leisure History 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Leisure Philosophy 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 2
Total 8 19 21 31 21 16 24 13 16 12 181
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Figure 3. Trend in JSLS for Each Five-Year Period
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Table 6. Journal of Leisure Studies
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Area Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015  Total
Leisure Social Psychology 5 4 7 13 8 11 7 15 14 12 96
Leisure Sociology 3 1 2 1 2 1 3 2 1 2 18
Leisure Industry 0 5 3 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 13
Leisure Policy 4 4 1 4 2 1 0 0 2 0 18
Leisure Tourism 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 2 0 5
Leisure Education 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 4
Therapeutic Recreation 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 2
Leisure Geography 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Leisure History 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Leisure Philosophy 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Total 13 16 16 19 13 15 12 22 19 16 161
Table 7. Journal of the Korea Contents Association
Year

Area 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015  Total
Leisure Social Psychology 0 2 8 13 13 9 14 10 10 6 85
Leisure Sociology 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 4
Leisure Industry 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 4 0 9
Leisure Policy 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Leisure Tourism 0 0 1 2 0 2 0 1 0 0 6
Leisure Education 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Therapeutic Recreation 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Leisure Geography 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Leisure History 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Leisure Philosophy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 2 9 17 13 11 19 15 14 6 106
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