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Acculturation Strategy of Expatriates in Korea and
Their Spectator Sport Involvement

Seungmin Kang & Joon-Ho Kang

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to examine acculturation strategies of expatriates in Korea in relation to
spectator sport involvement. Berry’s(1997) bi-dimensional model of acculturation was used as a
theoretical framework to categorize the type of acculturation strategies of expatriates in Korea.
Acculturation strategies of expatriates were classified into four types: integration, assimilation, separation,
and marginalization. To be specific, there were 79 participants using the integration strategy, 28 using
the assimilation strategy, 53 using the separation strategy, and 20 using the marginalization strategy.
Research hypotheses were established to analyze differences on spectator sport involvement of
expatriates between Korean spectator sport and their original cultural sport. There were significant
differences in spectator sport involvement among foreigners in Korea. Firstly, the spectator sport
involvement of the participants using the integration strategy was higher than that of marginalization.
Second, participants categorized as using assimilation strategy were found to have lower sport
involvement with Korea’s spectator sport and had a higher involvement with their original cultural
sport. Third, participants categorized as using separation strategy were found to have higher
involvement with their original cultural sport than Korea’s. Fourth, participants categorized as using
separation strategy did not show significant differences with assimilation participants in comparing
original cultural spectator sport. In conclusion, the result of the research indicated that expatriates living
in Korea showed similar characteristics of Berry’s (1997) acculturation strategies. Thus, It indicated that
Berry’s (1997) acculturation strategies are useful theoretical tools predicting psychological preference of
expatriates in Korea. However, participants showed little difference in that all expatriates of four
categories showed higher involvement with their original cultural spectator sport. Therefore, unlike
Berry’s (1997) theory, people with high level of acculturation showed higher levels of involvement with
their original cultural spectator sport. It may provide useful information for Korean sport marketers
regarding s foreign sport consumers in order to develop a market.

Key Words: multi-cultural society, acculturation, acculturation strategy, sport involvement KISSI*"



